66                                JOAN   OF   ARC

Jeanne d'Arc, commonly called in England Joan of Arc. She
was a simple peasant girl, wh<5 believed that she was sent
by heaven to drive the English from France. Dressed as
a soldier in white armour, she led the French soldiers to
the attack. In 1429 she entered Orleans, and drove
off the English who were besieging it; then she won
battle after battle. The English declared that they could
not beat her. This was true, for she was backed by
France growing united again. Even after Joan had been
taken prisoner, and cruelly burned as a witch by the
English, things went from bad to worse with our armies.
A few years later the Burgundians abandoned the English
alliance. The French had discovered, too, that the
cannon could beat the long-bow. One English stronghold
after another was battered into submission by the French
artillery. That the day of the archer was over was proved
at Castillon in 1453, when the veteran Talbot and his
army were overwhelmed by the enemy cannonade. With
the surrender of Bordeaux a few weeks later English
power in France vanished for the last time. Of all
the vast possessions of the English kings, only Calais
remained.

The Hundred Years' War practically brings to an end
English efforts to gain territory on the Continent. That
object abandoned, we shall see England turn to a new
plan, namely, that of spreading her power at sea and in
the New World. Before, however, she had the oppor-
tunity to do this, she had to pass through a period of
trouble at home, which was something like the trouble
that she had profited by in France. She was torn'to
pieces by bloody wars for the crown. Fortunately, no
foreign invader came to England to make matters worse,
as Henry V had come to France.